Journey Into Living God’s Way

LESSON 26 . .. Making Great Friends

omans 16:1-27
(R ) NOTES

the Roman Empire, it drew people from all over the world. Paul’s

missionary journeys through the eastern part of the empire had tak-
en him to major cities such as Philippi, Athens, Corinth, and Ephesus.
During these journeys he met many people, some of whom were prominent
business people, who ended up in Rome for one reason or another. This is
why Paul has so many friends there to whom he sends greetings in this fi-
nal chapter of his epistle to the Romans. His knowledge of their wherea-
bouts reveals his deep concern for people, which is the reason he was such

a great friend-maker. This passage reveals three things we must do to
make great friends.

B ecause Rome was the center of political and economic activities for

First, speak of péople graciously (16:1-2).

In his long list of friends, Paul first commends to the Roman church Phebe
our sister, which is a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea [Sen-kre-
uh] (16:1), a seaport city about seven miles east of Corinth. The word
translated servant (DIAKONOS, dee-ahk’-on-0s) is the word from which we
get our English word “deacon.” There is much debate as to whether she
was a deaconess or was simply a very active servant or helper in the
church. The phrase servant of the church suggests she had some kind of
recognized position in the church, but we have no further details.

Whatever her service to the church entailed, Paul continues: Thar ye re-
ceive her in the Lord, as becometh saints, and that ye assist her in whatso-

ever business she hath need of you (16:2a). Then, what does Paul tell us
about her in the last phrase of verse 27

Apparently, Phoebe is a wealthy, Christian businesswoman who stops at
Corinth on her way to Rome, and Paul decides to send his letter by her. In
Proverbs 31 we read about the virtuous woman. What does Proverbs 31:16
tell us about the ideal godly woman?
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She is a savvy businesswoman, whose- merchandise is good and who
makes fine linen, and selleth it; and delivereth girdles unto the merchant
(Prov. 31:18 & 24). In the Bible, some godly women, like Phebe, were
gifted business people. However, we need to keep things in balance. What
does Titus 2:4 tell older women to do as part of their ministry?

It is very important to note Paul commends the ministry of a woman. Of
the twenty-eight people he greets in Rome, eight are women. We should
follow his example by affirming and appreciating the ministries of women
in our churches. Most of the Sunday school teachers in our church are
women. Almost all the volunteers in the nursery are women. Most of
those who bring their children to church without their spouses are women.

Nice to meet

To make great friends, we must speak of people graciously and . . .
: you, John!

Second, remember people specifically (16:3-16).

Now, Paul mentions twenty-six people by name. To make great friends, j Y
we must remember people’s names because the sweetest sound to anyone’s

ear is the sound of his or her own name. So, when you’re introduced to a

person, repeat his or her name three times in your mind, and then use it

three times during the conversation. This will help you retain the name in

your memory. Depart by saying: “(name), it was good to meet you.”

Imagine the time and energy required for Paul to keep in touch with so
many people from so many places. Paul writes: Greet Priscilla and Aquila
my helpers in Christ Jesus (16:3). They are a husband and wife team men-
tioned six times in the NT. Five of those times the wife, Priscilla, is men-
tioned first.. This is very unusual because in Paul’s day, like today, the man
was normally .mentioned first, such as Mr. and Mrs. Jones. Because -

Priscilla is mentioned first, some scholars believe she was the more promi-
nent teacher of the two.

They were missionaries who sometimes traveled with Paul (Acts 18:18).
The book of Acts records a Jew named Apollos came to Ephesus where
they were ministering. - Apollos was an educated man who was mighty in
the scriptures and taught diligently the things of the Lord, but he only knew
about the baptism of John the Baptist (18:24-26a). When Priscilla and Ag-

uila heard Apollos boldly teaching in the synagogue, what did they do (see
Acts 18:26b)? v
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Paul makes the following comment about this fascinating couple: Who
have for my life laid down their own necks: unto whom not only I give
thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles (16:4). Their home in
Rome was the meeting place for a local congregation because Paul writes:
Likewise greet the church that is in their house (16:5a). They also had a
church in their home in Ephesus (1 Cor. 16:19).

Paul writes of his next friend: Salute my wellbeloved Epaenetus (eh-pee’-

nuh-tus), who is the firstfruits of Achaia unto Christ (Rom. 16:5b). He was
Paul’s first convert in Achaia, the general area of modern Turkey, and thus
he had a special place in Paul’s heart. There is nothing like the bond you
have with the person who led you to Christ.

In this section Paul greets all kinds of people by name. Some are Jews
(Priscilla and Aquila) and some are Gentiles (Epenetus). The list continues
in verses 6-15 as he greets women, prominent Roman citizens, and slaves.
Paul had great friends across all cultural and economic lines. Paul’s friends
transcended all barriers of race, gender, and social status. This illustrates
what great spiritual truth Paul wrote in Galatians 3:28?

Paul doesn’t simply lump them all togef.her and write, “Give greetings to
all my friends.” To make and keep friends, we must recognize them as in-

dividuals. In John 10, Jesus uses the imagery of Himself as the Shepherd -

and us as His sheep. What does He tell us about Himself, the Good Shep-
herd, in John 10:3b?

The only person in verses 6-15 we know anything about is Rufus (16:13)
because he is the only one mentioned elsewhere in the New Testament. In
the gospel of Mark we read about a man from Cyrene named Simon who

was forced to carry the cross of our Lord. What do we leam about Simon
and Rufus in Mark 15:21?

This must be the same Rifus, for why else would Mark even mention his
name were he not known to believers?

Paul could not mention Rufus without thinking of his mother and mine, in-
dicating Rufus’ mother has been like a mother to him (16:13b). Paul’s real
mother is not mentioned in the New Testament. Since his father was a
Pharisee (Acts 23:6), Paul’s own family probably disowned him when he
became a Christian. However, it appears Rufus’ mother loved Paul so
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much she became like a mother to him, Paul wrote, for Christ ] have suf-
Jered the loss of all things (Philip. 3:8b). Yet, what did Jesus say about us

if we have to leave houses, brothers, sisters, fathers, mothers, or children
for His sake (Matthew 19:29)? :

I am sure Paul was treated like a son by at least a hundred older women.
To promote friendship, Paul writes: Salute one another with an holy kiss
(16:16a). The kiss was a common greeting of welcome and affection in
Paul’s culture. Today’s equivalent is a warm handshake or a “holy hug.”

Basically, this verse teaches we should be warm and friendly when greet-
ing people. o

To make great friends, speak of peopié g'_ra_cio’usly, remember people
specifically, and . . :

Third, caution people lovingly (16:17-27).

Prior to his closing words, Paul gives a solemn warning: mark them which
cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have
learned; and avoid them (16:17). There will always be false teachers who
cause divisions because they distort God’s Word to fit their own agendas.
Paul’s advice is to avoid them. True friends, like Paul, tell us what we
need to-hear, not necessarily what we want to hear. - How does Proverbs
27:6a express this truth? ’ '

These false teachers are 8ood talkers and flatterers who deceive the hearts
of the simple (16:18). Paul lovingly adds: For your obedience is come
abroad unto all men. I am glad therefore on your behalf: but yet I would
have you wise unto that which is good, and simple concerning evil (16:19).

When ‘Warning or correCting people, it is always a great idea to use the
“sandwich approach.” This means to start with a compliment, then give
the warning or correction, and end with a compliment. Paul was a master

of this method that is still used today by people who know how to make
great friends. ‘ ’

In verse 20, Paul offers a short prayer that is repeated in verse 24, Next, he
sends greetings to the church at Rome from four people with him at Cor-
inth, including Timotheus (Timothy), who he calls my workfellow, and

three others he calls my kinsmen (16:21). These are fellow Jews, not blood
relatives.
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Paul next mentions his secretary or scribe, Tertius (Ter-tee’-us), to whom
he dictated this epistle (16:22). Paul also sends greetings from Gaius, with
whom Paul stayed while in Corinth (16:23a). According to 1 Corinthians
1:14, what special experience did Gaius have?

Paul finally sends greetings from Erastus (air-as’-tus) and Quartus (Rom.
16:23b). Erastus is chamberlain (treasurer) of the city of Corinth. This
indicates people of prominence were becoming believers.

Paul concludes: Now fo him that is of power to stablish you according to
my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation
of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began, But now is
made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the
commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations Jor the
obedience of faith (16:25-26). The word translated mystery (MUSTERION,
mus-tear-e-on) refers to something once hidden but is now revealed. It is
God’s plan of salvation in Christ that was concealed in the Old Testament

but made manifest in the New Testament. How is this mystery explained in
Ephesians 3:6?

Because of the wonderful gospel of Christ, Paul ends: To God only wise, be
glory through Jesus Christ for ever. Amen (16:27). This means God’s wis-

dom is displayed through Jesus Christ. What does Colossians 2:3 tell us
about Jesus? ‘ '

Because of Jesus, we can make great friends for eternity. To do this, we
must speak of people graciously, remember people specifically, and

caution people lovingly. This is how to make great friends as we are
“living God’s way.”
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