Journey Into Living God’s Way

LESSON 25... How To Have a Great Ministry
(Romans 15:14-33)

great ministry. This section could be called “the anatomy of a great

ministry” as Paul shares his philosophy of ministry and his plans in
light of it. Therefore, in these verses we find four necessary principles for
having a great ministry.

r I Yhis passage is fascinating because in it we find the secrets to Paul’s

1. Consider ministry an offering (15:14-16).

Paul had not yet visited Rome, but he knew from reports he had received
that the Roman believers were spiritually mature. That’s why he writes:
And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of
goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another
(15:14). In his closing remarks Paul is practicing the gift of encouragement
he has been writing about in the first part of this chapter (15:4-5). One key
to having a great ministry is knowing the awesome power of a sincere
compliment. Paul clearly knew what truth found in Proverbs 16:21b?

If Paul believed the Roman believers were mature, why did he write about
such basic doctrines as how to be saved (Rom. 10:9-10)? He explains:
Nevertheless, brethren, I have wriiten the more boldly unto you in some
sort, as putting you in mind, because of the grace that is given to me of

God (15:15). Like the Romans, we all need to be reminded regularly of the
basics of the faith.

Paul writes to the Romans based on his authority as a minister of Jesus.
Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God (15:16a). He is shar-
ing the gospel so the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being
sanctified by the Holy Ghost (15:16b). The first objective of Paul’s minis-
try was ministering the gospel to everyone. This should be the number one
objective of any great ministry because it’s the main reason God leaves us
on earth. How does Jesus emphasize this fact in Mark 16:15?

Paul was bringing to God an offering of Gentiles, knbwing they were dc-
ceptable because they had been sanctified by the Holy Ghost. Paul saw his
ministry as that of a priest making an offering to God. We are to do the
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same thing. That’s why the Bible tells us, Ye also, as lively stones, are

built up a spiritual house; an holy priesthood (1 Pet. 2:5a). ' Then, what
does the last part of that verse tell us? . _

We now begin to see the biblical philosophy of ministry and the reason for
Paul’s phenomenal ministry. Paul pictures himself as a priest, lifting up
souls to God as an acceptable sacrifice, or offering.

God gives us opportunities everyday for ministries that can be an offering

n to Him. A pie baked for a bereaved neighbor can be an offering

to God. A well-taught Sunday school class or Bible study can

be a sweet-smelling fragrance to God. A hurting heart seek-

ing a compassionate ear can become an opportunity to pre-
sent an offering that pleases God.

To have a great ministry, consider it an offering and . . .
2. Give God the glory (15:17-19).

Paul had many impressive accomplishments about which he could boast.
However, look at his perspective on his success: I have therefore whereof I
may glory through Jesus Christ in those things which pertain to God
(15:17). The word therefore connects this verse with what Paul writes
about his great ministry to the Gentiles. The motive for his ministry was to
bring glory to Christ in his service to God.

Paul puts it another way: For I will not dare to speak of any of those things
which Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient, by
word and deed (15:18). In other words, he will not boast of anything, ex-
cept what Christ has wrought by him.- : ' ’

Paul saw himself as an instrument in God’s hand. Asa skilled surgeon us-
es various instruments to perform his work, so Christ uses us as instru-
ments, guiding us to accomplish His work: To have a great ministry, we
must never forget what words of Christ in the last phrase of John 15:59

Without Christ, we can do nothing of spiritual or eternal significance.
Even the great apostle Paul ministered among the Gentiles through mighty
signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God (Rom. 15:19a). The
word translated signs (SEMEION, say-may’-on) refers to miracles that verify
or affirm someone’s ministry. o '
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Miracles are found throughout the book of Acts in connection with the
apostles’ ministry. God used them to verify the authenticity of His apos-
tles. How does 2 Corinthians 12:12 describe what verifies a true apostle?

These validate God’s Word is being preached. What are today’s supernat-
ural verifications that God’s Word is being preached? They are people be-
ing saved, lives being changed, people being reconciled, people finding joy
and purpose in the Lord, etc. These are great signs and wonders.

As a result of the verifying mighty signs and wonders . . . from Jerusalem,
and round about unto Illyricum (il-lear-uh-cum), Paul was able to fully
preach the gospel of Christ (15:19). Illyricum was a Roman territory we
know as the former Yugoslavia and Albania. Today, Yugoslavia is divided
into six countries, including Serbia and Bosnia. This area was the eastern
edge of the Roman Empire, and now Paul is ready to go to Rome on his
way to Spain, the western edge of the empire. It is amazing how a ministry
grows and multiplies when it gives the glory to God. Having a great minis-
try hinges on who gets the glory—us or God.

To have a great ministry, consider ministry an offering, give God the
glory, and . . .

3. Have a plan (15:20-29).

Paul had none of our modern means of transportation but still traveled vast
distances. Why? How does Paul answer that question in Romans 15:20a?

Paul was a church planter who did not want to build upon another man’s .
Joundation (15:20b). Like the characters on the TV series “Star Trek,” he
wanted “to boldly go where no man has gone before.” Paul wanted to
blaze new trails and let others follow and build on what he had started.
Paul wanted to see the fulfillment of Isaiah 52:15, which he quotes: But as.
it is written, To whom he was not spoken of, they shall see: and they that
have not heard shall understand (15:21). Paul’s plan was to take the Gos-
pel to Gentile countries where it had not been preached.

Why has Paul waited so long to visit Rome, the capital of the Roman Em-
pire? He explains: For which cause also I have been much hindered from
coming to you (15:22). Because he desired to go where there were no
churches, Paul had not gone to Rome because there was obviously already
a church there, to whom he writes this epistle. '
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Opportunities to expand his ministry had hindered him, but since Paul had
finished his ministry in the eastern regions by establishing churches in Asia
Minor and Greece, he can now visit Rome on his way west to Spain
(15:23-24). Spain is his next uncharted territory for the Gospel.

Like Paul’s, any great ministry must have a plan. Some believers think

planning is unspiritual. They just “go with the flow.” But what does Prov-
erbs 16:9 declare?

We should make plans but allow God to direct us, which means bathing
our plans in prayer. :

Before coming to Rome, Paul explains he is on his way to Jerusalem,
bringing an offering from the Gentile churches in Macedonia and Achaia
(15:25-26a). What was the purpose of the offering (15:26b)?

This offering from the Gentile churches to the Jewish believers in Jerusa-
lem would bring a better understanding and a bond of love between them.
In addition, Paul probably felt a special obligation to the poor believers in
Jerusalem because he was responsible for some of the impoverished wid-
ows and children. Why, according to his own words in Acts 26:10b?

Before he became a Christian, Paul had so violently opposed Christianity
he went from synagogue to synagogue, even in foreign cities, trying to get
believers fo blaspheme; probably by whipping or scourging them (Acts
26:11).  Therefore, this offering surely had unbelievable significance to

Concerning the offering from the Gentile churches, Paul writes: Jr hath
Dleased them verily; and their debtors they are. For if the Gentiles have
been made partakers of their spiritual ‘things, their duty is also to minister
unto them in carnal things (Rom. 15:27). The Gospel came to the Gentiles
through the Jews, and now there is opportunity to*give back and help Jew-
ish believers in their time of need. : SRR

Paul intends to make sure the offering arrives safely in Jerusalem and then
visit the Roman church on his way to Spain (15:28). It is quite obvious
Paul is unaware his plans will be changed in Jerusalem. There he will be
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almost killed by an unruly mob, arrested, and eventually sent to Rome as a
prisoner, suffering a shipwreck and snake bite along the way (Acts 27-28).

Paul assures the Romans that when he does come, it will be in the fulness
of the blessing of the gospel of Christ (15:29), which probably refers to a
great time of fellowship with the Roman believers and an opportumty to
preach in Rome. He is very optimistic about his visit.

Paul had plans to visit Rome for only a short time on his way to Spain. He
had no way of knowing he would be imprisoned there for three years, dur-
ing which time he would write Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon, and Phi-
lippians. Paul planned to be traveling and preaching, but God wanted him
writing epistles that still today are part of his tremendous ministry. This

reveals our plans should always be flexible. We need to remember what
spiritual truth in Proverbs 19:21?

This means our plans should never take precedence over God’s purpose.
So, when our plans conflict with God’s purpose, we must change our plans.

To have a great ministry, consider ministry an offering, give God the
glory, have a plan, and . .

4. Enlist prayer partners (15:30-33).

Paul knew his ministry needed much prayer support, so he urges the Ro-
mans to pray for him (15:30). Paul realized a vital ingredient of a great
ministry is having prayer partners. We shouldn’t look at prayer as just a
time of praise or making requests. We need to see prayer as a weapon to
use to intercede for others and to empower our own ministry or church.
For prayer to be powerful, it must be specific; so Paul spells out three spe-
cific requests for which he wants the Roman believers to pray. What was
his first prayer request (Romans 15:31a)?

Paul knew the dangers awaiting him in Jerusalem (Acts 20:23). His prayer

request was answered because he was arrested and delayed but was un-
harmed. '

Second, Paul requests the service which I have for Jerusalem may be ac-
cepted of the saints (15:31b). In other words, he wants them to pray the
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offering will be received in the same love with which it is being sent.

Third, he requests they pray thar I ™ay come unto you with joy by the will
of God, and may with you be refreshed (15:32). Paul wants the Roman be-
lievers to pray they will pe refreshed by being with one another. Every
time we come together to study God’s Word and to worship we should
pray we will say or do something to refresh others. If we do, we can count
on what spiritual fact found in Proverbs 11:25b% '

Instead of the word refreshes, most other versions use the word “waters,”
which is the literal translation but has the same meaning,

A great ministry is built on specific prayers. 1 covet your prayers for my
ministry. You need to pray for me for two reasons: I need your prayers,
and you need the practice.

Paul concludes his requests with a prayer for the Roman believers: Now the
God of peace be with you all. Amen (15:33). Even the best ministries go -
through storms, and Paul was about to enter one of the worst storms of his
life. When we know someone is going through one of life’s storms, we
should pray what prayer found in 2 Thessalonians 3:16a?

One of the great things about praying a prayer found in the Word of God is

we know we are praying in the will of God because God’s Word never
contradicts His will, v : _

To have a great ministry, consider ministry an offering, give God the
glory, have a plan, and enlist prayer partners.
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