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Journey Into Living God’s Way

LESSON 24 ... Two Things That Bring Praise to God
(Romans 15:1-13)

God. The Bible teaches we are to offer the sacrifice of praise to

God continually (Heb. 13:15). To do this, we must always be doing
two things that bring glory to God.

I iving God’s way means doing everything we can to bring praise to

First, unity brings praise to God (15:1-6).

We discovered in our last lesson that causing dissension and discord is a
serious sin. Fussing and feuding strike deadly blows to the glory and work
of God in any church. They also cripple, if not destroy, the witness of a
church in a community. In 1 Corinthians 1:10, Paul makes a strong appeal
in the name of the Lord Jesus for us to do what?

The first thirteen verses of Romans 15 are a continuation of Paul’s discus-
sion in chapter 14 concerning Christian unity. Now, Paul writes about why
we should build up one another. He writes: We then that are strong ought
fo bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves (15:1). The
word translated infirmities refers to weakness of faith. We are not to look
down on our weaker brothers and sisters. We are not to be judgmental and

condescending with the infirmities of the weak. Instead, we are to obey
what command in Galatians 6:1a?

This means we are to encourage and help our brothers and sisters in Christ,
not just tolerate them. Paul continues: Let every one of us please his
neighbour for his good to edification (Rom. 15:2). Part of our job descrip-
tion as Christians is to edify other believers. If we are not doing that we
are not living God’s way. We are to build up other believers, not tear them

down, even when they sin or hurt us. There are two reasons we should edi-
fy each other.

1. The example of our Savior. For even Christ pleased not himself; but,
as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on me
(15:3). This verse is a quote of Psalm 69:9b, a messianic verse used as an
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example of the unselfishness of Christ. How does Jesus describe His ulti-
mate act of unselfishness as the Good-Shepherd in John 10:11b?

If Jesus did that, surely we can lay down our preferences and hurts for the
sake of unity in the flock. The real test of spiritual maturity is how we re-
act when we don’t get our own way or when someone hurts us,

We should build each other up because of the example of our Savior and
because of . . . '

2. The exhortation of Scripture. The Bible was written #hat we through
patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope (Rom. 15:4). In
the Bible we read biographies of saints who overcame great obstacles and
hurts as examples of how God takes care of His own. Stories like that of
Joseph, in the book of Genesis, encourage and give us hope when we react
to hurts as God commands. For example, in Genesis 50:20a what does J o-
seph say about his brothers, who sold him into slavery?

So, to encourage us when things are not going our way, Paul writes: Now
the God of patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded one toward
another according to Christ Jesus (15:5). The reason we as believers expe-
rience so much conflict is our lack of Ppatience—we don’t allow God time
to work things out and change people. Sometimes this patience must last
for years, so we need consolation and motivation to seek the unity the Bi-
ble demands. How does Psalm 133:1 describe the climate unity creates?

In every church there are going to be occasional differences of opinion,
hurt feelings, etc. When this happens, we shouldn’t seek to please our-
selves but to protect the unity of our church. Our ultimate purpose is that
we Will with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ (Rom. 15 :6). - This means we must protect the unity of
our churches. The best way to do this is refusing to gossip. Gossip is one
of the most harshly condemned sins in the Bible because it causes the most
disunity. What does Proverbs 16:28b tell us we do when we gossip?

Gossip is repeating information that is not intended to help or protect. It
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doesn’t matter if it is true or not; it is still gossip if it is not shared to help
solve a problem or to protect someone who might be hurt. We also spread
gossip when we listen to it. When someone has a complaint or is criticiz-
ing someone else, the first thing we should say is, “Have you talked direct-
ly to that person about this?”. That’s what the Bible teaches we should do.

Remember, the person who gossips to you will also gossip about you.
That’s why Proverbs 20:19 gives us what warning?

This means we shouldn’t spend our time talking to gossips. They will re-
peat confidential things we tell them and cause much disunity and hurt.

When there are disagreements or hurt feelings, we should remember what
principle found in Proverbs 26:20?

Therefore, the more people who know about a problem or conflict, the
more difficult it is to resolve. Don’t listen to the complaints of other peo-

ple unless it is to help or protect. If we listen to or repeat gossip, we sin by
adding fuel to the fire of disunity.

One of the best WaYS to bring unity is to support your church staff. There
are no perfect ministers, and there are very few, if any, ministers everyone
likes. Jesus was perfect, and everyone didn’t like Him: The Bible is very

clear about how church staff ahd leaders are to be treated. What does He-
brews 13:17a tell us? :

If you want to change something about a staff member, don’t try" to do it
the devil’s way through gossip. Do it the biblical way through prayer (Jas.

5:16b), and you may discover the change that needs to be made is in your
own heart.

Unity brings praise to God, and . . . '

Second, acceptance brings praise to God (15:7-13).

That’s why God tells us: Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also
received us to the glory of God (15:7). How did Christ receive us? He re-

ceived, or accepted, us when we were ungodly, sinners, and enemies (Rom.

5:6, 8, 10). We will bring praise to God when we accept others as Jesus
did. : _
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In verses 8-12 Paul explains the ultimate example of unity and acceptance

is Jesus who came to earth to make Jews and Gentiles one. In these verses (/g4
Paul also quotes four Old Testament Scriptures from all three sections of % I%f

the Hebrew Bible—the Law, the Psalms, and the Prophets—that predict the
Gentiles would respond to God’s grace and acceptance. . Think of the
enormous diversity of the Jews and Gentiles whom Christ accepted and
brought together as one. Jesus brings all kinds of people together in unity
to bring glory to God (15:7). We know this is what He also wants to do
today because of what fact found in Hebrews 13:8?

Paul concludes this passage with a prayer: Now the God of hope fill you
with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through
the power of the Holy Ghost (15:13). The God of hope means the God who
gives us hope. The word translated Zope (ELPIS, el-pis”) means “to antici-
pate with pleasure.” This means when we obey God’s Word and love and
accept others as Jesus does, we can “anticipate with pleasure” that we will

bring praise to God and cause our church to be a good and pleasant place
(Psa 133:1). '

Therefore, we can experience all joy that comes through the power of the
Holy Ghost (15:13b). In other words, this is a supernatural wonderful,
out-of-this-world kind of joy. Not only will we receive supernatural joy but
also supernatural peace. How is such peace described in Ph111pp1ans 4:7a?

This peace does not come from an absence of problems or conflict. It re-
sults from knowing if we obey God’s Word, He will make good come even
from things intended to harm or hurt us (Rom. 8:28).

Two things that bring praise to God more than any other are unity and
acceptance. What can you do, beginning today, to protect and promote
unity and acceptance in your church?
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