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LESSON 23... How To Handle Differing Opinions
(Romans 14:1-23)

some people like Johnny Cash, while others can’t stand his music.
Some people think Fords are the best vehicles, and others don’t. Some
people like boiled okra, and others hate it.

In all areas of life, people have differing opinions. In the area of music,

The same is true in the life of a church. Because a church is made up of
people with various personalities and diverse backgrounds, there will be
honest differences of opinion from time to time. For example, some people
believe Southern Gospel music is the only kind of music to sing at church.
Others like solemn anthems, while some prefer contemporary praise songs,
and still others like a blended worship style. What do we do when ‘there is
a difference of opinion about something and there is no clear scriptural

command regarding the issue? In Romans chapter fourteen we find at least
four principles for handling differing opinions.

First, don’t major on minors (14:1-4).
Paul begins this chapter: Him that is weak in the faith receive ye (14:1a).

Who is the weaker brother? It’s “anyone who disagrees with me.” Just
kidding! The word translated receive means “to welcome” or “to admit to

friendship.” Teaching about final judgment, Jesus tells the story of when

He comes in His glory and separates the sheep from the goats (Mt 25:31-
46). - Among other things, He says He will say to His sheep, I was a
stranger and ye took me in. The righteous hearers are surprised and ask,

When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? How does Jesus answer
that question in Matthew 25:40?

No one can read the New Testament and miss the importance the Lord
places on love and acceptance. God wants us to love each other and get
along, even though we may disagree on some things. We have different
opinions, different personalities, and different tastes in many things. How-
ever, what does Jesus pray in the Garden of Gethsemane in John 17:21a?
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We are to receive ye one another (15:7) . . . but not to doubtful disputations
(14:1b). This refers to judging a person’s scruples or opinions but not their
essential doctrinal beliefs, such as the inspiration of all Scripture or salva-
tion by grace through faith in Christ alone.

There are non-essentials on which we don’t have to agree. For example,
Paul writes: For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is
weak, eateth herbs (14:2). Some people in the church at Rome would only
eat herbs, or vegetables, because they feared meat purchased at public
markets may have been offered to idols and was thus unclean. In addition,
it was very difficult for Jews in Rome to get kosher meat (meat slaughtered

under the supervision of a rabbi), so many Jewish bellevers would only eat
vegetables.

Paul explains: Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let
not him which eateth not judge him that eateth . (14:3). Why according
to the last phrase in verse 3?

We must learn we can be brothers and sisters in Christ without being twins.
Many churches are made up of people who come from different back-
grounds and religious practices. Therefore, we must remember some
things are not a matter of right or wrong but of personal preference or opin-
ion. In our church we have people who, because of their religious back-
ground or preference, like to worship by occasionally raising their hands as
a sign of surrender to God. Because of my religious background, I am not
comfortable doing that. However, I must not judge the person who does,
especi)ally in light of what statement in 1 Timothy 2:8?

It was a common practice among the Jews to lift their hands in prayer (1
Kgs. 8:22; Psa. 28:2). We must be careful here because Paul writes: Who
art thou that judgest another man’s servant? to his own master he standeth
or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able to make him stand
(14:4). We are not to judge other people; that’s God’s job. We should be
willing to compromise in areas of personal preferences and non-essentials.
When there is a difference of opinion, don’t major on minors and . . .

Second, be right in your heart not just your head (14:5-6)'.

Paul writes: One man esteemeth one day above another another esteemeth
every day alike (14:5a). The controversy over certain days probably in-
volved observing Jewish holy days while Gentiles wanted to treat every
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day the same. There is nothing wrong with either because the important
thing is that every man be fully Dpersuaded in his own mind (14:5b). We

should not encourage people to ignore their consciences or convictions. -
Why, according to 1 Corinthians 8:12b2 :

When we encourage people to violate their consciences, we open the door
to sin in their lives. The Holy Spirit speaks to us through our consciences,
and if we violate our consciences, the Bible describes the eventual result as
having our consciences seared with a hot iror (1 Tim. 4:2).

Whether in regard to special days or the food we eat, Paul explains the im-
portant thing is our motives should be the same—to bring glory to the Lord
(14:6). We can be right in our heads about what we believe but wrong in
our hearts if we criticize another believer whose opinions differ about non-

essentials. The important thing is obeying what command in 1 Corinthians
10:31b?

When there is a difference of opinion, don’t major on minors, be right in .-
your heart not just your head, and . . .

Third, don’t be judgmental (14:7-13).

Paul puts it like this: For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to
himself. For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die,
we die unto the Lord: whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord’s
(14:7-8). The real question is: Am I treating people like I belong to the
Lord? In every area of our lives, and even in death, we are accountable to

the Lord. Therefore, we must obey what command from the Lord in Ro-
mans 15:7? : :

Paul explains: For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that
he might be Lord both of the dead and living (14:9). Christ both died, and
rose from the dead so He alone could be Lord of our lives and have the

right to judge because only He sees the heart.
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We are not to judge or look down on our brothers and sisters in Christ be-
cause we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ (14:10). We are
the ones who will be judged; we will not judge other believers. So, Paul
reminds us that every one of us shall give account of himself to God
(14:12). We will all have enough to answer for, without adding a con-
demning or judgmental attitude toward other believers. That’s why we
need to remember what command of Jesus in Matthew 7:19

Since the Lord is the Judge, and He receives every Christian whether weak
or mature, we should not therefore judge one another any more: but judge
this rather, that no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his
brother’s way (14:13). Instead of judging others, we should be judging

what is in our own lives that could be a stumblingblock or obstacle to other
believers. :

When there is a difference of opinion, don’t major on minors, be right in
your heart not just your head, don’t be judgmental, and . . .

Fourth, respect the convictions of others (14:14-23).

Something that is ok for you and me may be wrong for someone else if
they believe in their heart it is wrong. Paul puts it like this: I know, and am
-persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself: but to
him that esteemeth any thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean (14:14). If
we flaunt our freedom before a brother or sister and cause them to be

grieved, of what are we guilty, according to 14:15b? '

\

Paul pleads: Destroy not him with thy meat (14:15¢). We are not to distress
or hurt a weaker brother by doing something he or she believes is wrong.
We should not care so- little about one Jor whom Christ died (14:15d).
When necessary, we should forgo our own liberty in Christ to avoid hurting
a fellow believer. Paul puts it like this: Let not then your good be evil spo-
ken of (14:16). Flaunting our freedom in Christ and offending other be-
lievers reveals an unloving attitude, which can rightfully be evil spoken of
because it violates the second greatest commandment, to Jove our neigh-
bors as ourselves (Mt 22:39),

Now, Paul makes the most profound statement in this chapter: For the
kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and
Jjoy in the Holy Ghost (14:17). This verse sums up the Christian life. It is
about righteousness, which is a right relationship with God, and peace,
which is harmony and unity with other believers. Joy in the Holy Ghost is
the result of the first two. This motivation is ke fhat in these things serveth

104




PTTTTTUY

Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of men (14:18). As a result,
what are we exhorted to do in verse 19?

A church that is loving, accepting, and harmonious, as the Bible teaches,
will attract lost people like a magnet. On the other hand, a church that is
unaccepting and in disharmony will drive people away. Satan knows this,

so he works overtime to create a climate of non-acceptance and disharmo-
ny in every church.

This is why Paul writes: For meat destroy not the work of God. All things
indeed are pure; but it is evil Jor that man who eateth with offence. It is
good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy
brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak (14:20-21). We are to
refrain from any thing that might cause a brother or sister to stumble. Ma-
ture, loving believers restrict their own freedoms for the sake of others. In

the area of non-essentials, the Bible says: Hast thou faith? have it to thyself
before God (14:22a). _

We will be happy if we do not condemn ourselves by flaunting something
that causes a brother or sister to stumble (14:22b). On the other hand, he
that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith (14:23a).
This refers to doing something because everyone else is doing it and not
considering what God thinks. It is giving-in to peer pressure. If you be-
lieve something is wrong; or are not sure about it, and do it anyway, it is

sin even if the act itself is not. So, when in doubt, don’t do it. The reason
is found in Romans 14:23b. What is it?

This means if you do anything you believe is not right, or are not sure is
right, you are sinning, To please God, everything we do must be based on
Jaith in what we believe He wants us to do or not do, not based on peer
pressure. Also, we cannot please God if we don’t do everything we can to

live in harmony with other believers and not do anything to cause a brother
or sister to stumble.

When there are differing opinions, use these four principles: don’t major

on minors, be right in your heart not just your head, don’t be judg-
mental, and respect the convictions of others.
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