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Journey Into Living God’s Way

LESSON 22... Enjoying the Rest of Your Life
(Romans 13:8-14)

veryone wants to enjoy life, but most of us just don’t know how to
make it a reality. One reason Jesus came to earth is so we could en-

joy life (Jn 15:11). In th\is passage we discover how to enjoy living
the rest of our lives God’s way by taking five steps . . .

1. Pay up (13:8a).

Paul tells us: Owe no man any thing (13:8a). The Greek word translated
owe means “stop accruing debt,” or don’t borrow beyond your ability to
repay. This doesn’t mean we shouldn’t borrow money for a home, an edu-

cation, or business. It does mean we should repay what we owe and pay
our bills on time.

The most important principle in borrowing money is: “Never borrow mon-
ey for depreciating items.” Depreciating items are clothes, TV’s, stereo
systems, boats, or anything that loses value. However, borrowing for
things that appreciate (like a home) is generally ok because the assets can
be sold to repay what is owed. It is a serious matter for a Christian to go
too deeply into debt. Why, according to Psalm 37:21a?

The Bible teaches that not paying all our bills and not paying on time is
wickedness. In this section of Romans that tells us how to enjoy the rest of
our lives, Paul begins with debt because it has always been a major factor
in wrecking lives and stealing joy. Few things take joy out of life like be-
ing too deep in debt. Today, personal debt is the number one contributing
factor to divorce, as well as to the record number of bankruptcies.

To enjoy the rest of your life, pay up and . . .

2. Warm up (13:8b-10).

We should have only one debt we can never repay. What is it, according to
Romans 13:8b?

We owe an endless debt of love to Christ for what He did for us on the
cross. And though we can never fully repay the debt, we can make pay-
ments on it if we continue o love one another. Jesus said: If ye love me,

97

NOTES




keep my commandments (Jn 14:15). What does He command us to do in
John 13:34b?

Love is the basis for the Law; therefore, Paul writes: Jor he that loveth an-
other hath fulfilled the law (13:8c). After quoting laws forbidding adul-
tery, murder, stealing, lying, and coveting; Paul states they can all be
summed up in one command: Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself
(13:9, quoting Jesus from Mt 22:39).

The first four of the Ten Commandments deal with our relationship with
God,; the last six concern human relationships. Jesus summed up the first
four with what He called the first and great commandment, saying we
should love God with all our hearts, souls, and minds (Mt 22:37-38).
Then, He summed up the last six commandments with the second greatest
commandment: Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself (Mt 22:39). But
what does it mean to Jove our neighbors as ourselves. How does Paul an-
swer that question in Romans 13:10a? '

Thus, in all human relationships, love is the Julfilling of the law (13:10b).
If you want to be miserable, let your heart be filled with bitterness, resent-
ment, and jealousy. If you want to fulfill the Law as well as enjoy the rest
of your life, warm up to people and love everyone by doing no harm to
anyone. To enjoy the rest of your life, pay up, warm up, and. ..

3. Wake up (13:11).

- Paul continves: And that, knowing the time (13:1 la). We must realize the
constant, urgent need to love ore another. Because this need is pressing,
now it is high time to awake out of sleep (13:11b). Many Christians are
spiritually asleep, and some are even in a spiritual “coma.” They no longer
make much, if any, effort to love as Christ commanded. We must awake . .
. for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed (13:11c).- The
- coming of Christ gets nearer with each passing day, and we shouldn’t
waste precious time. As far as the return of Christ is concerned, it is nearer
than it has ever been before. That’s why Ephesians 5:16 gives us what
command? R : ' o




Nowhere in the Bible are any of us promised even one more day. There-

fore, we need to wake up and make the most of every day as we learn to
live God’s way.

To enjoy the rest of your Iife, pay up, warm up, wake up, and . . .

4. Clean up (13:12-13).

After we wake up, we need to clean up. Paul writes: The night is far
spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness,
and let us put on the armour of light (13:12). The elements of the armour

of light are listed in Ephesians 6:11-17, where it is called the armour of
God.

Next, because of their relationship to each other, Paul pairs up six things
we need to do to clean up. First, we must walk honestly and not be guilty
of rioting and drunkenness (13:13). The word translated rioting refers to

loud, disorderly parties where there is a letting loose of moral behavior that
almost always includes drunkenness.

The second pair listed is chambering and wantonness. Chambering trans-
lates a Greek word that refers to a place to lie down. It denotes illicit sex
that often leads to wanfonness, which is shameless sexual conduct. We
may not do these things, but we watch them on TV for entertainment.
However, what does our Lord say about lustful looks in Matthew 5:28?

Jesus is not referring to a glance or a brief, sinful thought, but looking fo
lust after someone. The word translated Just after means to set your heart
upon or long for. Like Martin Luther said, “You can’t keep a bird from
flying over your head, but you can keep it from building a nest in your
hair.” This means you may need to look somewhere else, discard a book,

change a TV channel, put a block on your computer, etc. to keep a bird
from nesting in your hair.

Some may be surprised to see the last pair of sins in the list: strife and en-
vying. Why does God include these sins with such gross sins as rioting and
drunkenness? Because they are horrible sins as well! The word translated
strife refers to quarrels, discord, or contention. It is a very serious sin to be
guilty of causing strife and disunity. Chapter six of Proverbs contains sev-

en things God hates. What does Proverbs 6:19b list as one of those seven
things?

In God’s sight, sowing discord is as serious a sin as sexual immorality.
And, most discord begins with gossip; so beware!
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Envying is also just as serious because it is the opposite of love, the basis
for all of God’s laws. Envying is a feeling of displeasure when we see or
hear of the success or good fortune of others. Sometimes this happens in a
church when someone doesn’t get the position or attention wanted, and it is
given to someone else. Strife and envying are paired together because en-
vying is usually the motivating force behind strife. God places a very high
value on unity and looks at strife, as well as the rumors and gossip always
accompanying it, as very serious sin.

To enjoy the rest of your life, you must pay up, warm up, wake up, clean
up, and . . .

S. Dress up (13:14).

After we have cleaned up by getting rid of the previously mentioned sins,
Paul writes: put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for
the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof (13:14). To clothe ourselves with the
clothes of Christ, we must first take off the filthy clothes of envying, strife,
etc. Can you imagine going into a fine clothing store to try on new clothes
but refusing to take off the ones you are wearing? It won’t work! In the
same way, we cannot clothe ourselves with Christ unless we clean up and

get rid of the sin in our lives. How does Colossians 3:12b describe what it
means to clothe ourselves with Christ? ' '

The list of spiritual clothing in Colossians 3 continues: Forbearing one an-
other, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any:
even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye (3:13). However, we can’t keep
any of these clothes on without the belt, or “glue,” that binds them all to-
gether (Col. 3:14). What is it? ‘

To enjoy the rest of your life, pay up, warm up, wake up, clean up, and
dress up.
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