Journey Into Living God’s Way

LESSON21... Our Duty to God and Country
(Romans 13:1-7)

our attitude toward government should be. The Bible teaches our atti-

tude toward government is an indication of our commitment to Christ.
From this passage we learn two things about our duty to God and coun-
try.

In this passage, more than anywhere else in the Bible, God reveals what

First, we should be submissive (13:1-5).

Paul begins: Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is

no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God (13:1). God
ordained government to protect the innocent and punish those who are evil.
Why do we need government and its laws, according to Romans 3:10?

Because we are all selfish sinners, we need government to maintain law
and order and to help care for the poor and needy. Almost any kind of hu-

man government is better than anarchy, so we must recognize the divine

right of the State.

Often in the news there are stories of corrupt governmental officials and
governments. However, God instituted government, and in His time He

removes the really bad ones. How does Daniel 2:21a-b declare this
fact?

Because God established government Paul tells us: Whosoever therefore
resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist
shall receive to themselves damnation (Rom. 13:2). When we, without a
biblical basis, refuse to obey the law, we are resisting the ordinance of

God. This will bring damnation, or judgment, probably through govern-
mental authorities.

To properly interpret Scripture, we must always interpret a passage in light
of other scriptures, and this is certainly one case where it is essential. The
Bible teaches God does not demand blind obedience to human authorities.
For example, in Acts chapter five the authorities arrest the apostles for
preaching the Gospel and order them not to preach anymore in the name of
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Jesus. However, how do Peter and the other apostles respond in Acts
5:29b? ' :

God’s commands always take precedence over human government.
Whenever governmental authorities require us to do something contrary to
God’s Word, we must obey God. Otherwise, we should be obedient zo
principalities and magistrates (Titus 3:1). As much as possible, we should
obey all governmental laws, provided they are not opposed to God’s law.

Paul continues: For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil
(Rom. 13:3a). Even communistic countries, like China, as well as dictators
in other countries, restrain evil. They punish the murderer, the rapist, the
thief, etc. Even governments with little or no civil liberties hold back evil.
But to evil governments, the prophet Isaiah warns: Woe unto them that de-
cree unrighteous decrees, and that write grievousness which they have pre-
scribed . . . And what will ye do in the day of visitation, and in the desola-

tion which shall come from far? (Isa.10:1, 3a). Then, what rhetorical ques-
tion does Isaiah ask in 10:3b-c?

Ask Mussolini, Adolf Hitler, or Saddam Hussein. Eventually God will
bring disaster to all evil governments, as He did the Pharaoh in Egypt.
However, in this chapter Paul is referring primarily to good rulers, not évil
ones. He writes: Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which
is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same (Rom. 13:3b). God de-
- signed government to bring praise to those who do right. If we do that
which is good, we will not be afraid of those in authority.

This is because he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do
that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain. Jor he is
the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil
(13:4). The government is to be God’s minister for punishing evil. In Mat- L)
thew 26, as Jesus is being arrested by the temple guards and facing certain
death, Peter takes a sword and cuts off the ear of Malchus, the servant of |

the High Priest. In response to Peter’s behavior, what does Jesus say in
Matthew 26:52? o ‘ _

Jesus did not mean every person who takes up the sword will perish with
the sword. He was referring to divine law that those who murder another
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human being will themselves be put to the sword by the government (Gen.
9:6). The sword represents a common form of execution in the ancient
world. Thus, Jesus was teaching that God has given government the power
of life and death when it issues punishment. The right to punish evildoers

is given exclusively to the State, which has God-given authority. There-
fore, what does God forbid in Romans 12:17a?

Our obedience to government should be different from that of the world.
That’s why Paul writes: Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for
wrath, but also for conscience sake (13:5). We should be submissive for
conscience sake, not for fear of punishment. As Christians we know the
State is a divine institution, and we are to see the big picture of God’s pur-
pose for government. We know government is God’s way of maintaining
peace and protecting us from evil. However, when government leads us to

violate our conscience, we must be true to our conscience and obey the
God who created government.

Not only should we be submissive to God and country, but . . .
Second, we should be supportive (13:6-7).

Now, Paul gets very practical: For Jor this cause pay ye tribute also: for
they are God’s ministers, attending continually upon this very thing (13:6).
We are not only to submit to the laws of government; we are to support it
by paying our tribute, or taxes. We do this because part of our taxes pays
those who work continually in government. Everyone believes taxes are

too high and the government wastes much of our tax money, but that does
not excuse us from paying our taxes.

In Jesus® day the Roman method for collecting taxes was terribly corrupt.
The position of tax collector, or publican, went to the highest bidder. The
government let them keep whatever they could collect beyond the assessed
taxes. This procedure led to mass corruption in the tax system. In Mat-

thew 10:3 we find the name of the most famous tax collector, or publican,
in the Bible. Who is he?

To add insult to injury, the Jews were paying taxes to help support the Ro-
man government that occupied their God-given land. This was such a hot
issue among the Jews that some Jewish leaders sent Jorth spies to trap Je-
sus. (Lk 20:20). What do they ask Him in Luke 20:229

It was obviously lawful according to Roman law, but was it according to
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God’s law? If Jesus said they should pay taxes, they would label Him a
Him of insurrection and turn Him over to the Roman authorities. The spies
thought they had trapped Jesus, and the crowd waited expectantly for an
answer. In response, Jesus asks them to show Him a Roman coin, and then

asks whose image is on it. They tell him, “Caesar’s.” Then, what does Je-
sus tell them in Luke 20:25?

In other words, we should pay our taxes even to a corrupt government.

This also means we are not to use the amount of taxes we pay to excuse
ourselves from tithing. :

Because government is part of God’s plan for the well-being of the human
race, Paul writes we are to pay tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to
whom custom (13:7b). The word translated tribute (PHOROS, for’-0s) prob-
ably refers to income and property taxes. The word translated custom re-
fers to a levy or toll paid on goods or merchandise. It might be similar to
sales tax. In other words, we are not to cheat on any of our taxes. Howev-
er, paying unnecessary taxes is poor stewardship.

Not only are we to pay all our taxes, but we are to have the proper attitude
toward government officials. We are living in a day when public officials
are constantly criticized and belittled, but as Christians we are to give them
what they are due: fear to whom Jear; honour to whom honour (13:7¢). The
word translated Jear (PHOBOS, fob’-os) refers to a reverential respect for the
governmental office, not necessarily the person holding it. We may not be
able to respect the person, but we must respect the office because govern-
ment is established by God. The word translated honour (TIME, tee-may ")

refers to value, esteem, and dignity. How does Peter reiterate this com-
mand in 1 Peter 2:17?

A Christian should be a submissive and supportive citizen. In other
words, you must be a model citizen. This is because, according to the Lord
Jesus, what are you (Matthew 5: 13a)? :

Salt flavors, penetrates, and preserves. . So, Christians should not only be
submissive to and support government but also be involved in it.
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traitor to the nation of Israel. If He said not to pay taxes, they could accuse




