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Journey Into Living God’s Way

LESSON20... Learning To Love Everyone
(Romans 12:9-21)

One of the most important things we must do on our “journey into

living God’s way” is learn to love everyone. Jesus taught the most

important trait of a believer is Jove (Jn 13:35). Why do some
churches explode with growth and others “die on the vine”? A survey of
growing churches revealed the number one characteristic they have in
common is a climate of love and acceptance. Regardless of their location,
denomination, or doctrine, loving churches attract people. When we begin
to love as Jesus taught and commanded, it will be easy to win the world for
Him. We’ll have to lock the church doors to keep people out!

Therefore, the most important question for us as Christians is “how do we
learn to love everyone?” Paul tells us in this passage, which can be divid-
ed into two parts: how to love believers and how to love difficult people.

How To Love Believers (12:9-13)

To love believers as the Bible teaches, we must do four things:

1. Be authentic. Paul begins with the most important quality of Christian

love: Let love be without dissimulation (12:9a). The word translated dis-
simulation means “hypocrisy.” In other words, don’t just pretend to love
other believers! Do you remember how Judas Iscariot betrayed Jesus? He
identified Him with a kiss. Then, what did Jesus say to him in Luke 22:48?

It was the worst possible betrayal because it made a mockery of the love
Jesus exemplified. Don’t be a “Judas” with a phony love!

When we love as Jesus taught, we will also hate certain things. To be au-
thentic, we must abhor that which is evil (12:9b). We should abhor (hate)-
rape, child abuse, domestic violence, and all forms of evil. We are to hate
the act but not the person doing it. The more we love the Lord, the more

we Will abhor that which is evil. Authentic love also does what else, ac-
cording to the last phrase in verse 9?

The word translated cleave literally means “be glued to.” We should be so
busy doing good we don’t have time to do what is evil.
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To love as Jesus loves, we must not only be authentic but also .

2. Be affirmmg In other words: Be kmdly aﬁectzoned one to another
with brotherly love; in honour preferrmg one another (Rom, 12:10). The
word honour means to show genuine appreciation and admiration for oth-
ers. We do this by giving compliments. Make a habit of giving sincere

compliments to three people a day. This will make each day so much more

enjoyable when we focus on the good in people rather than the bad. This is
how we obey what command in Philippians 2:3?

3. Be enthusiastic. Paul puts it like this: Not slothful in business; fervent
in spirit; serving the Lord (12:11). This means we should be eager and en-
thusiastic because love is never passive; it is always active. The word
translated fervent (ZEO, zeh’ -oh) means “to be hot” or on fire for some-
thing. We are to be on fire serving the Lord. How do we get that kind of
enthusiasm? The word “enthusiasm™ means to be possessed by a god, and
what is our God? God is love (1 Jn 4:8b). If we are filled with God, we

will be filled with love. If we are filled with love, we will obey what com-
mand in 1 Corinthians 16:14?

If we are enthusiastic, we will be rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation;

continuing instant in prayer (12:12), which means be positive, patient, and
prayerful. ‘

4. Be empathetlc Empathy is the ab111ty to share or feel another person’s
problems, pain, and hurt. When we are empathetic, we will distribute o
the necessity of saints (12:13a). We shouldn’t be so preoccupied with our
own troubles we become insensitive to the needs of other believers. ‘Many
are in need of encouragement and love. Empathetic people are also given

to hospitality (12:13b). This means we should always be looking for

someone we can invite into our homes to encourage or make feel welcome
in our churches. What command do we find in 1 Peter 4:97

Hospitality is becoming one of the lost arts of Christianity because most of
us are too busy to obey the command to practice hospitality.

To love believers, we must be authentic, affirming, enthusiastic, and
empathetic. Now, let’s consider . . .
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How To Love Difficult People (12:14-21)
Loving difficult people as the Bible teaches requires we do three things: -

1. Be complimentary. Paul puts it like this; Bless them which persecute
you: bless, and curse not (12:14). Persecution can come in many different
forms. It may be someone mocking our Christian values or morals, or
someone using the name of Jesus or God as a curse word in our presence
just to offend us. God says we should bless such people. The word trans-
lated bless (EULOGEO, yoo-log-eh’-oh) is the word from which we get our
word “eulogy.” It means “to speak well of.” We should bless them which
persecute us because of what principle found in Proverbs 25:11?

Apples of gold refers to beautiful, golden apples in a very valuable silver
background. The point is the immense value of words skillfully spoken.
So, we should be skillful in finding compliments and good things to say
about those who persecute us. Doing this will pay valuable dividends.

2. Be a friend. A great description of a friend is one who will rejoice
with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep (12:15). A true
friend will not be jealous of your success, and will hurt when you hurt.
Paul tells us what we must do to be a friend: Be of the same mind one to-
ward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate
(12:16a). We are called to be saints, not snobs. We should tieat everyone,
from the custodian to the CEO, with the same respect. We are not to play

favorites but treat everyone as equals because in God’s sight we are. This
is obeying what command in James 2:12

The phrase be not wise in your own conceits (12:16b) means not acting like
know-it-alls or having exaggerated opinions of ourselves.

3. Be forgiving. This means recompense to no man evil for evil (12:17a).
Revenge makes us participants in evil. Instead, we must do what is honest

-in the sight of all men (12:17b). We should have such impeccable reputa-

tions that no one could rightfully accuse us of doing something wrong.
This requires obeying what command in 1 Thessalonians 5:22?
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Next, Paul includes an important ingredient of forgiveness. He writes: If it
be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men (12:18).
Peace requires both parties desire peace and seek it. There may be some

people with whom we can’t live at peace, but we must make certain we are
not at fault.

Revenge is the great destroyer of peace; therefore, Paul writes: Dearly be-
loved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is
written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord (12:19). Taking
revenge only causes evil to expand. Instead of taking revenge, we should
trust in what promise in Proverbs 20:22b?

The opposite of repaying evil for evil is responding in love. Therefore,
Paul writes: Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give
him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head (12:20).
To heap coals of fire means we treat our enemies with so much kindness
they will feel the heat of guilt, become ashamed of their behavior, and then

desire peace as well. How does Paul explain this principle in Romans
12:21? ‘

The word translated overcome (NIKAO, nee-kah’-oh) is the word from
which we get our English word “Nike” (the maker of athletic shoes). It
means “conqueror” or “victor.” Just as light overcomes darkness, good
overcomes evil. That’s why Jesus, the Light of the World, makes what
declaration in the last two phrases of John 16:33?

You may say, “I don’t think I can love people like that.” Yes, you can be-
cause whenever God gives us a command, He also provides the means and
strength to obey it (Eph. 3:20). '

Living God’s way requires learning to love everyone, believers and diffi-
cult people, through the power of the Holy Spirit who is at work in us.
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